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Guitar Hobby Cost Estimates 

You can save yourself a lot of headaches (and finger aches) if you purchase the right guitar. We 
can discuss what the best guitar might be for you, if you haven’t already purchased one. 
Choosing the right instrument may mean the difference between playing for the rest of your life 
and playing for only a few weeks. We’ll discuss the difference between “big names” and “better 
action.” Getting started, there are not a lot of upfront costs. A commitment to lessons is the 
best investment you can make. As you progress, I will recommend some things for you to 
consider purchasing which will only enhance your ability to play and enjoy your new hobby. We 
will discuss various options and how you can save money on some of these items. Like 
anything else, sometimes cheaper is not always better. Quality matters.
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“One of my 
biggest thrills for 
me still is sitting 
down with a 
guitar or a piano 
and just out of 
nowhere trying 
to make a song 
happen.” 
-Paul McCartney 

Item Cost When You Might Need it

Instrument Case 
Hardshell

$50-$200 Purchase either a case with your guitar or soon after. Hardshell is the best 
protection. The more you spend on these, the better quality you’ll get.

Gig Bag $30-$150 A cheaper option than hardshell. Not as good for frequent transport.

Music Stand $10-$60 Purchase soon after you begin lessons.

New Strings $5-$15 Change your strings every 4 months if you are playing regularly.

Tuner $10-$75 You’ll need one as soon as you start lessons. Be careful: You get what you 
pay for. 

Guitar Picks $5-$10 You’ll need these as soon as you begin lessons. Lots to choose from!

Strap $10-$100 You may want a strap right away or this can wait if you just play seated.

Batteries Varies Needed if you have acoustic/electric with onboard pick up.

Humidifier $10-$50 Purchase one down the line to keep your acoustic guitar in top shape.

Standard Capo $10-$30 I’ll recommend this after a few months of playing to extend your options.

Guitar Stand $10-$40 You'll probably want this within the first few weeks if you are playing 
regularly. It’s the safest way to prevent tip-overs. And keep you playing 
often!

Amplifier $50-$500 Optional unless you have an electric guitar.

Instrument Cable $10-$40 Optional unless you have an electric guitar. May need if you have acoustic/
electric.

Polishing  Cloth $3-$10 Purchase within the first few months to keep your guitar in the best 
condition.


